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Vatican names 
Archbishop Laghi 
apostolic delegate 


WASHINGTON (NC)--Pope John 
Paul Il has named Archbishop Pio 
Laghi, now apostolic nuncio in 
Argentina, to be the new apostolic 
delegate in the United States and 
permanent observer of the Holy See 
at the Washington-based Organi- 
zation of American States (OAS). 


Archbishop Laghi, 58, papal 
representative in Argentina for the 
past six years, suceeds Archbishop 
Jean Jadot, who was apostolic 
delegate in the United States from 


1973 until his appointment this year 


as president of the Vatican Secre- 
tariat for Non-Christians. 


This past March Pope John Paul 
sent Archbishop Laghi as the 
Vatican’s special envoy to Bogota, 
Colombia, after Marxist guerillas 
there seized about 60 diplomats, 
including the papal nuncio to 
Colombia. 


He served as secretary to the 
Apostolic Delegation in- Washington 
from 1954 to 1961, the period when 
Cardinal Amleto Cicognani and 
later Cardinal Egidio Vagnozzi held 
the post of apostolic delegate. 


__ Ina statement thanking Pope John 
a e A - ( 


for the- ita 


: nop Lag 
new post, Archbishop John R. Roach 
of St. Paul and Minneapolis, 
~ president of the National Conference 
of Catholic Bishops, said: 


“Archbishop Laghi’s background 
makes him an especially welcome 
choice for this position. He has 
served with distinction in the Holy 
See’s diplomatic service, holding 
posts of high responsibility in several 
nations, and is extremely familiar with 
the United States because of the 
seven fruitful and effective years 
which he spent here.” 


Archbishop Laghi was bornon May 
21, 1922, in Castiglione, a mountain 
town of about 2,000 people in the 
Emilia-Romagna region of north 
central Italy. 


Ordained a priest April 20, 1946, he 
holds doctorates in theology and 
canon law. . 


Earthquake aid asked 


The Italian Community Center 
of San Diego and the Italian 
National Parish of San Diego, Our 
Lady of the Rosary Roman 
Catholic Church, are sponsoring 
a collection to appeal for relief of 
the Italian earthquake victims. 


Donations should be made out 
to “Italian Earthquake Relief — 
Fund” and sent to Italian Commu- 
nity Center, 1659 Columbia St., 
San Diego, CA 92101. Donations 
will be distributed directly to the 
victims through the provincial 
superior of the Barnabite Fathers 
in Naples, Very Rev. Joseph 
Montesano, who is a native of 
Potenza, one of the hard-hit 
areas. 


For further information please 
call 234-4820. 


for white-collar clerical workers 
stands in front of Mission San 
Diego de Alcala. (Staff photo by 
Mark Ryland) 


Four women missionaries 


found slain in El Salvador 


From NC Dispatches 


SAN SALVADOR, EI Salvador— 
Four U.S. women missionaries, 
including two Maryknoll Sisters, an 
Ursuline nun and a lay helper, were 
brutally murdered last week as 
violence continued in this strife-torn 
Central American nation. 


(For a special background article 
on the bitter political, social, 


' economic, and religious troubles in E] 


Salvador, including the murder of 
Archbishop Oscar Romero last 
spring, see page eight.) 

A medical report said the four 
women had been shot in the head 
with large caliber bullets. Their 
bodies were clad, but two were 
missing undergarments and one 
showed signs of sexual assault. - 


IN RELATED incidents, two priests 
are still missing and Salvadoran army 
units raided a refugee camp spon- 
sored by the Church and destroyed 
the clinic: In response to the 
continuing violence, which has 
resulted in 9,000 deaths this year 
alone, the U.S. government an- 
nounced last week that it was 
Suspending all military and financial 
aid to El Salvador pending an official 
inves layi f 


5] On 


Ford, 40, and 


‘Si 
Naura Clarke, 49 — were 


buried at the village of Chalatenago - 


where they worked with the poor 
before they were murdered. In 


Diocesan marriage tribunal 


a ministry of reconciliation 


HEAVY CASELOAD — Father Michael J. Gallagher, lef 


Bi ee , 


Me, 


t, officialis, and 


Father John G. Proctor, vice Officialis, review one of the hundreds of 
annulment petitions handled by the diocesan tribunal every year. 


By Deacon James Steinberg 


SAN DIEGO—The number of 
broken marriages is rising dramatic- 
ally, and in California the divorce rate 
is fast approaching the number of 
marriages performed. 


Just recently Pope John Paul II 
warned that ‘‘modern industrial 
society has fundamentally changed 
the conditions of life for marriage and 
family.” Does this mean that the 
Catholic Church has itself changed 


‘the grounds for annulment, especial- 


ly in the light of recent criticism that 
the. number of annulments being 
granted has risen sharply? 


“NO, THE GROUNDS for annul- 
ments have not changed at all,” said 
Father John G. Proctor, vice 
Officialis of the diocesan tribunal 
which decides questions of nullity for 
contested marriages in our diocese. 
“But our understanding of those 
grounds has changed,” he added. 


“We used to think of marriage 
Please turn to page 6 


after the murder. ° 


earlier statement, the bishop was 


Albany, N.Y., Maryknoll- Sister 
Annette Mulroy, who knew both of 
the dead women, remembered them 
as “in love with God and His people.” 


In Cleveland, Bishop Anthony M. 
Pilla was the principal concelebrant 
at a funeral Mass for Ursuline Sister 
Dorothy Kazel, 41, a member of the 
diocesan mission team working in El 
Salvador. Sister Dorothy’s body was 
returned to the United States along 
with her co-worker, Jean Donovan, 
27. Bishop Pilla celebrated a funeral 
Mass for Miss Donovan a day earlier 
in Sarasota, Fla., where her parents 
live. 


THE BODIES of the four women 
were viewed by hundreds of Church 
co-workers and peasants as they 
were laying in state on the grounds of 
the major seminary in downtown San 
Salvador. The four women were first 
abducted near the village of Santa 
Rita Almendares, about 30 miles from 
the capital, executed and buried ina 
shallow grave. 


Bishop Arturo Rivera Damas, 
appointed apostolic administrator of 
San Salvador by Pope John Paul II 

f Archbishop 
but not defeated.” in an 


eS 


joined by the country’s five other 
bishops, priests, and nuns in 
demanding justice for this troubled 
country. 


They blamed the nation’s military 
forces for most of the violence here. 
The ultra-right in the armed forces 
label Church social action among the 
peasants as subversive and Marxist; 
Communists and left-wing guerillas 
have been identifying their cause with 
Church activists. 


The impact of the deaths and fear 
for the two missing priests, along with 
the bombing last month of the 


cathedral during a funeral for slain 


Christian Democrat leaders, has 
worsened the chaotic conditions of 
the undeclared civil war that is raging 
here between left- and right-wingers 
and factions ofthe armed forces. 


THE WORK OF the murdered 
Sisters in El Salvador, as in other 
poverty-stricken areas of Central 
America, was to build Christian 
community and to help parents 
prepare their- children for the 
sacraments. “They lived with and as 
the people,” said a Maryknoll Sister. 
“It was a poor and meager existence. 
They were greatly loved.” 


Archbishop John R. Roach of St. 
Paul-Minneapolis, president of the 
U.S. Catholic Conference, said, “This 
campaign of violence against the 
poor is an abomination that cries to 
heaven.” 


Archbishop Roach quoted from 
Archbishop Romero’s last public 
homily: “In the name of God and in 
the name of that suffering people 
whose cries, each day more insistent- 
ly, reach to the very heavens, | ask, | 
beg, | command in the name of God, 
stop the repression!” 
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iN THE PALM OF HIS HAND —A hang-glider is dwarfed as it soars above the outstretched palm of the huge 


Christ the Redeemer statue which overlooks Rio de Janeiro, Brazil. (NC photo) 


Briefs 


KKK NOT WANTED —No Catholic 
may be amember of the Ku Klux Klan, 
a Louisville, Ky., archdiocesan 
commission stated, and Archbishop 
Thomas Donnellan of Atlanta said 
membership in the Klan “is incon- 
sistent. with the teachings of our 
religious heritage.” 


FAMILY VALUES—The American 
Family Institute has formed a panel to 
recommend the: appointment of 
judges who conform to the Republic- 
an Party’s pledge to ‘“‘respect 
traditional family values and the 
sanctity of innocent life.” 


‘NOT THE TIME’ —“This is not the 


time for recriminations or political” 


games,” a Jesuit magazine in Rome 
warned warring Italian politicians 
following the earthquake in southern 
Italy. The latest edition of Civilta 
Cattolica called for peace in the battle 
of words between the Christian 
Democratic Party and the Italian 
communists over the handling of 
earthquake rescue and aid efforts. 


CARDINAL WARNS — Amid grow- 
ing rumors that the Soviet Union is 
considering military action against 
Polish workers, Cardinal Stefan 
Wyszynski of Warsaw and Gniezno, 
Poland, politely warned other 
governments to stay out of his 
country’s internal affairs. 


_ the aging who are 
spiritually abandoned? 


RELIEF EFFORT—Freezing tem-_ 


peratures and bureaucratic squab- 
bles hampered efforts to aid victims 
of southern Italy’s Nov. 23 earth- 
quake, which killed as many as 4,000 
people and left more than 300,000 
homeless. Catholic agencies and 
governments throughout the world 
responded to the crisis, but it was 
unclear nearly two weeks after the 
quake whether supplies were 
reaching the most needy. 


PRAY FOR PEACE — The National 
Conference of Catholic Bishops 
(NCCB) has invited Catholics in the 
United States to join the: Catholic 
bishops in Northern Ireland and 
others there in praying for peace in 
that troubled area. The NCCB has 
also sent out for use at Mass 


‘suggested prayers concerning the 


victims of the earthquake in Italy and 


" the conflict_in Northern Ireland.) _ 


GREETED BY PICKETS—Su- 
preme Court Justice William H. 
Rehnquist addressed a_ standing- 
room crowd at Vanderbilt University 
in Nashville, Tenn., but not before 
being greeted by pickets protesting 
Rehnquist's position favoring capital 
punishment. 


ORTHODOX VOCATIONS—There 
is no shortage of vocations to the 
priesthood in the Soviet Union, said 
Russian Orthodox Archbishop 
Chrysostom of Kursk and Belgorod, 
deputy head of the Department of 
External Church Relations of the 
Moscow Patriarchiate. 


Then why not explore the possi- 
bility of being a priest or Brother 
in Trinity Missions, a Catholic 
missionary community? 


Trinity Missions is seeking young 
men who want to do something 
worthwhile with their lives as 
priests or Brothers. We serve the 
impoverished and abandoned 
in America, To learn more about 
us and our work, return the 
coupon. 


Trinity Missions 

Father Bill Burkert, ST. 

Director of Vocations 

Trinity Missions 

Box 30 Silver Spring, Maryland 20910 
Yes! i want to learn more about TRINITY MISSIONS 
and its missionary work. Please send me infor- 
mation aboutbecominga LPriest CBrother 
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CATHOLICS WORRIED — Many 
Catholics in Canada are worried that 
a proposed Canadian constitution 


would jeopardize their rights in - 


operating Catholic schools and other 
institutions. They are concerned that 
their traditional rights to maintain 
denominational schools and to hire 
Catholics for Catholic institutions 
may be lost if anew constitution does 
not clearly define them. 


WEATHER ‘AWFUL’—The wea- 
ther was ‘‘awful,” the schedule 
awesome, and not knowing Germana 
handicap; but Cardinal John Car- 
berry, retired archbishop of St. Louis, 
who represented the U.S. bishops on 


Pope John Paul II’s trip to West - 
Germany, said he considered the trip. 


a success for both the pope and 
himself. 


‘LABOR FRICTION — Friction 
between Catholic institutions such as 


schools and hospitals andemployees - 


who seek unionization “will probably 
get worse before it gets better,” 
predicted a widely recognized U.S. 
labor expert. Msgr. George Higgins 
said in Oakland, Calif., that the union- 
ization issue “is more of a hospital 
problem than one for the (Catholic) 
schools.” : 


People 


- Father Francis George, former 
chairman of the philosophy depart- 
ment at Creighton University in 
Omaha, Neb., was re-elected vicar 
general of the Missionary Oblates of 
Mary Immaculate at the congrega- 
tion’s general meeting in Rome. 


Msgr. John J. Murphy, director of 
the National Shrine of the Immacu- 
late Conception in Washington, has 
been reassigned to a local parish 
effective Jan. 1. 


Canadian Father Robert Gay, 43, 
was elected superior general of the 
Missionaries of Africa (White 
Fathers) at its general meeting in 
Rome. 


Franciscan Sister Luanne Durst, 
administrative assistant with the U.S. 
bishops’ Liturgy Secretariat, will 
become associate director of the 
LaCross, Wis., diocese’s Office of 
Worship on Jan. 1. 


_ Amin A. De Tarrazi, president of the 

St. Vincent de Paul Society in France, 
was elected international president of 
the society. 


METHODIST ADVICE —The pope 


told Methodists to ignore “the cries of 


the impatient and the skeptical” and 
to continue their quest for Christian 


unity. He met a Methodist group inan . 


audience. 


Bishop Leo T. Maher: 


Sunday, Dec. 14, San Diego, 
annual celebration in honor of Our 
Lady of Guadalupe. Procession, 11 
a.m.; concelebrated Mass, Golden 
Hall, Community Concourse, 2 p.m,; 
reception and banquet, El Cortez 
Hotel, 5 p.m. 


Monday, Dec. 15, San Diego, 
blessing of class rings for University 
High School, Mass at the |mmaculata, 
7 p.m. 

Tuesday, Dec. 16, Coronado, 
invocation and dinner honoring 
Helen Copley, Boy Scouts of 
America, Hotel del Coronado, 7 p.m. 

Friday,.Dec. 19, San Diego, 
Christmas Mass, University High 
School gymnasium, 9:30 a.m. 

Sunday, Dec. 21, San Diego, 
annual chaplains’ Christmas dinner, 
bishop’s residence, 5:30 p.m. | 

Father Daniel Dillabough 
‘Secretary 


Bishop Gilbert E. Chavez: 


Friday, Dec. 12, San Ysidro, special 
Mass, Our Lady of Mt. Carmel, 7 p.m. 


Sunday, Dec. 14, San Diego, 
annual celebration in honor of Our 
Lady of Guadalupe, concelebrated 
Mass, Golden Hall, Community 
Concourse, 2 p.m., reception/ban- 
quet, El Cortez Hotel, 5 p.m. 


Tuesday, Dec. 23, National City, 
Mass, St. Anthony Church, 7 p.m. 


Thursday, Dec. 25, San Ysidro, 


Christmas Day Mass, Our Lady of Mt. 


Carmel Church, 1 p.m. 


Wednesday, Dec. 31, Camp Pala 
Rey, Mass for youth,5 p.m. 


Vatican 


PRAYER WITHOUT WORDS— 
Pope John Paul II offered flowers and 
a “prayer, without words” to ‘the 
Blessed Virgin Dec. 8 during 
celebrations of the feast of the 
Immaculate Conception. The pope 
visited a statue of Mary and 
addressed thousands of people in St. 
Peter’s Square at.noon. 


At the traditional Spanish Steps 
ceremony, he said, “In this place we 
want to talk to you, as one talks toa 
mother, of all which is the object of 
our hopes, but also of our worries, of 
our joys, but also our afflictions, of 
fear and even of great threats. Are we 
even capable of expressing all that 
and calling it by name? It would be a 
long litany of the questions and 
problems which besiege modern 
man, nations, humanity.” 

Pope John Paul asked the Blessed 
Virgin to “accept and answer this our 
prayer without words.” 


POPE TRIES ‘BOCCE BALL’— The 


pope tried again to master the 
popular Italian sport of “bocce ball,” 
saying that “‘as bishop of Rome | have 
to get to know this game better.” 
Visiting Our Lady of Salette parish in 
the Monteverde section of Rome, the 
pope stopped in at a local “bocce 
ball” alley to talk with the patrons, 
mostly retired people. 


“This is a very human game, which 
brings people together and favors 
friendship and dialogue,” he said. “1 
hope you will always play it in a 
fraternal: way.” 


PN Cale Se eS a ee 


all de ian ao | 


— Oo 


OoOHyteo 


oer f=4 


ee 


Diocesan Gospel Choir: 


By Sally Arguilez 
SAN DIEGO —Afro-American 
music—an expression of hope and 
love of the Lord, untainted by the 
despair of slavery—is reaching 
Catholics of all ethnic backgrounds 
through the Diocesan Gospel Choir. 


This rich heritage “grew out of the 
need to find a reason for being” by the 
slave ancestors of black Americans, 
notes Mrs. Audrey Chung. She is 
past-chairman of the diocesan 
Commission for Black Catholics and 
a member of the Diocesan Gospel 
Choir. 


THE 30-MEMBER choir was 
formed two years ago by the 
commission’s Liturgy and Worship 
Committee. It is maintained by the 
San Diego diocese, and while most of 
the members are black, one of the 
commission's goals is to have a multi- 
ethnic group. 


Currently, people of all age groups 
from different parishes comprise the 
gospel choir. These include Christ 
the King, St. Columba, and St. Rita. 
The choir sings at parishes through- 
aut the diocese by invitation. 


The music and literature come from 
the Old Testament, said Mrs. Chung. 
That is where such songs as Sweet 
Chariot and Go Down Moses 
originated. 


“WHEN OUR ancestors were 
brought to this country they adopted 
the religion of their slave masters. 


“Through everything, they clung to 
their faith thinking, ‘There’s got to be 
a better place, and if we can just hold 
on to God, evéntually God will 
liberate us,’” Mrs. Chung observed. 


The Catholic religion was viewed 
as a liberation: God was the liberator, 
and black slaves related to Jesus 
Christ as a brother in their suffering, 
added the diminutive, dark-haired 
woman. 


BLACK GOSPEL music differs 
from traditional church music. Even 
psalms and hymns not written bya 
black composer are: different when 
sung by the choir. 


It is given the “black treatment,” 
which allows the individuality and 
spontaneity of each choir member to 
come across. Additional touches, 
such as humming or slurring, are 
incorporated into the music so that 
“there are no blank spots in the 
music,” explained Mrs. Chung. 


Because much of the music of the 
choir does tie in directly to the black 
heritage, the choir welcomes all 
interested persons of any ethnic 
background so as not to become 
separated from the rest of the 
Catholic community, said Mrs. 
Chung. 


AFRO-AMERICAN liturgy has one 
Purpose: the worship of God. 


“We never want our music to 


Group told to ‘extend 
hand in friendship’ 


ESCONDIDO — Bridging the com- 
munications gap between different 
ethnic groups was the goal of a 
luncheon sponsored by the Peace 
and Justice Commission of St. Mary's 
Catholic Church here. 


“Don’t be like boxers who circle, 
pace around the ring and never 
extend a hand in friendship,” said 
guest speaker Robert Montemayor, a 
27-year-old reporter for the Los 
Angeles Times. The |uncheon- 
meeting was attended by 65 persons, 
Hispanic and non-Hispanic, who 
were invited by the parish council. 

David Ryan, a local attorney and 
parishioner of St. Mary's, presented a 
first Woman of Distinction award to 
historian Frances Ryan, and a first 
Man of Distinction award to Detective 
Robert Marquez for his work with 
youth gangs in the Escondido area. 


supersede the Word. It is an integral 
part of our worship. With it, we can 
shed the weight of the world in the 
worship of God and find the strength 
to go back and face the world again.” 


Each year, Mrs. Chung attends an 
Afro-American liturgical workshop 
sponsored by the National Office for 
Black Catholics. She has attended 
liturgy workshops conducted by 


BY INVITATION — The Diocesan Gospel Choir hopes to reach Catholics 


arich black musical heritage 


Grayson Brown, an expert in Afro- 
American liturgy, and his influence 
on the Diocesan Gospel Choir is 
noticeable. In fact, much of his music 
is used by the choir. 

She credits the success of the 
diocesan-sponsored choir to the 100 
percent “approval and support of our 
Bishop Maher. His stamp of approval 
makes us part of the diocese.” 


of all ethnic backgrounds with the rich heritage of Afro-American music. 
The group is composed of singers from five parishes in San Diego, and 
sings throughout the diocese on an invitational basis. 


Pope to mediate Chile, 
Argentina negotiations 


VATICAN CITY (NC) —Nego- 
tiations over possession of 
islands in the Beagle Channel, 
claimed by both Chile and 
Argentina, will enter a new and 
possibly final phase in mid- 
December when Pope John Paul 
Il meets at the Vatican with the 
foreign ministers of the two 
countries. 


The Vatican announced Dec. 4 
that the ministers would meet 
with the pope “toward the end” of 
the week of Dec. 8-14. Also 
present will be the two delega- 
tions which have been nego- 
tiating the issue with Cardinal 
Antonio Samore since last year. 


Pope John Paul agreed to 
mediate the dispute in January 
1979, naming Cardinal Samore as 
his representative in the talks. 


The Beagle Channel dispute 
concerns territorial rights over a 
group of islands off the southern 
tip of South America. It brought 
Chile and Argentina to the brink 
of war at the end of 1978 before 
Cardinal Samore, as a special 
papal envoy, negotiated a 
temporary settlement. 


California, 
et ready: were anew 
team that can't lose. 


1st row: Hedva Danoff, 


“The people you see here are 


full of spirit and determination. 


And together, make up the new 


California fund raising team be- 
hind the worldwide team called 


Christian Children’s Fund. 

“We're all from different 
walks of life. But we all have 
one thing in common. We're 
going to help the needy chil- 
dren of the world win against 
hunger, poverty and disease — 
no matter what. And with your 
help, your sponsorship, there’s 
no way we can lose. 

“For just $15 a month, you 
can sponsor a child through 
Christian Children’s Fund. And 
help give that child some of the 
necessities of life he or she has 
never had before. Nourishing 
meals, decent clothing, medical 
attention, the chance to go to 
school or other basic needs. All 
for just 50¢ a day. That's really 
all it takes. 

“You don’t need to send any 
money right now. But please 
send in the coupon. Christian 


ally Struthers (CCF National Chairperson). 
Michael Ovitz, William Bramley, Stephen Rothman, William Rader, Janice Sarnoff, Fred Skidmore. 


RCS 


na row: 


Children’s Fund will send youa 
child’s photograph and family 
background. You'll also learn 
how the child will be helped. 
And how youcan write to your 
sponsored child and receive 
letters in return. 

“Should you feel you’re 
unable to sponsor a child at 


ichael Jackson, 


unther Schiff, Stephen Chrystie, 


this time, perhaps you'll con- 
sider helping in another way. 
Through acontribution. What- 
ever you can give will be 
greatly appreciated. 

“Please, California, won’t you 
join our team effort...for the 
children’s sake? If you help one 
child. . just one. . .we'll all win” 


Send Your Love Around The World. 


Sally Struthers 
CHRISTIAN CHILDREN'S FUND, Inc. 


Worldway Postal Center, Box 92800, Los Angeles, CA 90009. 
I wish tosponsoraboyO girl any child 0 who needs my help. Please send my infor- 


i mation package today. 


OI want to learn more about the child assigned to me. If I accept the child, I’ll send my first 
sponsorship payment of $15 within 10 days. Or I'll return the photograph and other material 


so you can ask someone else to help. 


OI prefer to send my first payment now, and I enclose my first monthly payment of $15. 
O I cannot sponsor.a child now but would like to contribute $ 


Name 


LSDSD3 


j Address 


City State 


Zip 


Calif. Residents Only: CCF, Worldway Center, Box 92800, Los Angeles, CA 90009 
In the U.S.: CCE Box 26511, Richmond, VA 23261 

In Canada: CCF, 1407 Yonge St., Toronto, Ontario M4T 1Y8 

Member of American Council of Voluntary Agencies for Foreign Service, Inc. 
Gifts are tax deductible. Statement of income and expenses available on request. 


Christian Children’s Fund, Inc. 
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Editorial 


By Brother William 
Bilton, CJM 


| met a saint in Dorothy Day 


Dorothy Day is dead. She joins, in heaven, the great 
number of lay people whom God calls forth in every 
generation to renew His Church. 


St. Benedict, St. Francis of Assisi, St. Catherine of 
Siena—and, in our own country, St. Elizabeth Seton— 
were lay people who saw a need among the people of God 
and did something about it. 


We do not ordinarily remember them as lay people, 
because they eventually became associated with religious 
orders. 


Dorothy Day never joined a religious order—but she 
influenced many religious and clergy, as well as countless 
other lay people. 


Dorothy Day and the Catholic Worker Movement— 
which she co-founded with Peter Maurin—preached 
Christian pacifism when that message was unheard of and 
little understood in American Catholicism. As far back as 
1948, she was calling on Catholics to resist the draft. 


All her life, Dorothy Day refused to pay federal income 
tax and warned those who would listen about the excesses 
of the military-industrial complex. 


Her Catholic Worker Movement, which was founded to 
help the poorest of the poor, now has houses of hospitality 
in more than two dozen cities in the United States— 
including San Diego. 


Dorothy Day lived her entire life as a witness to a 
gentleness transformed by divine grace—she walked the 
“royal road to Divine Presence,” as spiritual writer Holy 
Ghost Father Adrian van Kaam calls such gentleness. 


| had the privilege of spending a day at Tivoli Farm, in 
upstate New York, 10 years ago. This old farm was Dorothy 
Day’s residence when she wasn’t in lower Manhattan, and 
served as the center for her Catholic Worker Movement. 
Fortunately, the day | spent at the farm, , Dorothy Day also 


_ spentatthe farm. ae 


Ten years later, | am forced to S160 and remember the 
things | learned from this gentle lady, that day on the banks 
of the Hudson River and, moreso, the things she taught me 
about myself. 


| recall that Dorothy Day was as unpretentious and 
approachable as anyone | have ever met. Yet then, as now, 
| had the feeling that | was in the presence of a saint. 


| learned that day, as | have continued to learn from a 
continued subscription to the Catholic Worker newspaper, 
that her basic philosophy was “personalism.” 

She explained to those of us sitting on the grass, like 
children anxious to hear what grandmother had to say, 


that the moving force in her life and her actions was that . 


each person is to be seen and served as Christ Himself. Her 
gentleness, though it be a determined and uncompromis- 
ing gentleness, drew its inspiration from the Gospels — 
particularly the 25th chapter of Matthew. 


Archbishop John J. Roach of Minneapolis-St. Paul, the 
newly-elected president of the National Conference of 
Catholic Bishops, praised Dorothy Day last week for her 
gentle but uncompromising dedication to justice and 
charity. 


Dorothy Day tried to help us understand how we may 
better live and experience human gentleness, culminating 
in a graced gentle presence to God, ourselves, and others. 

The Catholic Church and the world have lost one of 
humanity’s great persons. While she has joined a glorious, 
rejoicing company in heaven, her inspiration will live on 
among those of us she has left behind. 


Southern Cross 


Official newspaper of the Diocese of San Diego. Published every 
Thursday except the first Thursday in July and the last Thursday 
in December. Subscription price: $12 per year. 


«Publisher 

Acting Editor 

Staff Writer 
Production Manager 
Production 
Photographer 
Advertising 
Circulation 


Offices: 


Bishop Leo T. Maher 
Brother William Bilton, CJM 
Deacon.James Steinberg 
Gerry Korson 

Darcy Houseman 

Mark Ryland 

Elsa Y. Anraku, Polly Mason 
Debbie Sweeney 


Mailing Address: 
USD campus P.O. Box 81869 
San Diego San Diego, CA 
(714) 298-7713 92138 


Second-class postage paid at San Diego, Calif. (USPS 505-660) 


4—Southern Cross, December 11, 1980 


Letters... 


When in Rome... 


We have been receiving the 
Southern Cross here regularly at the 
Graduate School at Casa Santa 
Maria. 


We want you to know we deeply 
appreciate your effort to help keep us 
in touch with “home.” 

Keep up the good work and thanks 
again. Our best to the people of God 
there. 


Father Jim Anderson 

Father Roger Lechner 

Rome, Italy 

(Fathers Anderson and Lechner are 

two priests of the diocese studying in 
Rome. — Ed.) 


Church ‘liberals’ 
A major contributing factor in the 


estrangement of many of our. 


Catholics may be _ disillusionment 
caused by some of our religious such 
as Hans Kung, Father Hesburgh, 
Father Greeley, and other “liberals” 
of the Church, who are spreading a 
distorted conception of the Church’s 
teachings on vital moral issues. 


The Church will need to restore the 
discipline from within if she intends to 
keep her flock from going astray. This 
will need to come from the pulpit in 
reminding us of the Church’s firm 
stand on these moral issues. 


These are not just precepts of the 
Church, subject to change, but these 
moral teachings have their origin in 
the commandments of God, which 
can never be changed. 


J.K. Snawadzki 
San Diego 


Rigged polls? 

Although pro-abortion forces all 
across the land suffered a devastating 
defeat on election day, George 
Gallup (San Diego Union, Nov. 16) 


claims, incredibly, that his latest poll — 


shows that 65 percent of the people 
are opposed to the pro-life stand of 
Ronald Reagan. 


Reagan favors a ban on all 
abortions, except to save the life of 
the mother. Gallup’s question asks, 
“Do you generally favor or generally 
oppose a ban on all abortions?”- 
Nothing in it about the exception that 
is important (principle of self- 
defense) to Reagan and many pro- 
lifers. 


Clearly, Gallup’s question is rigged 
to elicit a pro-abortion response, 
even from pro-lifers. Instead of 
measuring public opinion, he is trying 
to influence it. 

John P. Schatz 
San Diego 


U.S. interference 


“Red sun in the morning, sailors 
take. warning.” That’s the advice we 
took to heart on awakening here in 
Central America the morning of Nov. 
5 with the news of the election results 
in that imposing country to our north. 


But God is good and looks out for 
the anawim—the little ones who in 
large measure populate His earth. 
Because a few days later the Catholic 
bishops of the U.S. told the White 
House to cease military aid and any 
interference in our neighboring 
country of El Salvador. 


We thank the bishops, but we say 
it’s going to take a lot more to get the 
U.S. off the back of our long-suffering 
neighbor. So we ask Catholic lay 
people and especially young people 
like ourselves (we're 16 and 18) tojoin 
the ranks of the bishops | on this 
matter. 


Ruben Ulloa 
Azucena Vanegas 
Managua, Tipitapa, Nicaragua 


On Christian realism 


..In the philosophical and ideological field there is 


‘présent a rationalistic, agnostic, and sometimes even anti- 


theistic, anti-Christian mentality; for some people the only 
ideal is that of planned welfare and hedonism. The crisis of 


values has penetrated into the system of everyday life, into. 


the structure of the family...into the very way of 
interpreting the meaning of existence and the significance 
of history...every age of history must be understood and 
loved in order to be saved by Christ and by the Church. 


On the value of religion 


The Catholic religion is revealed by Jesus Christ, the 
Son of God incarnate, who died on the cross and rose 
again; therefore it is a unique and exclusive religion, it is 
guaranteed by the magisterium of the Church; it remains 
mysterious because it is divine, and it is demanding, 
because it is salvific. It cannot change, because it derives 
from the very immutability of the creating and revealing 
God. 


Spiritual tragedy of our times 


..Atheism is unquestionably one of the major 
phenomena, and it must even be said, the spiritual tragedy 
of our times. Intoxicated by the whirl of his discoveries, 
assured of apparently unlimited scientific and technical 


_ progress, modern man finds himself inexorably 


confronted by his destiny: What is the good of going to the 
moon...if it is in order to commit suicide? 


True human freedom 
If the world is seeking freedom, this freedom is found in 


Christ. Christ lives in the Church. Therefore the true 


freedom of man is realized through the experience of 
ecclesial communion...Law is not opposed to charity. On 
the contrary, charity requires law to express and safeguard 
its necessary requirements on this earth... This 
communion is the work of the Spirit and it remains firm on 
account of the priesthood of the bishops who, through the 
apostolic succession, teach, govern, and sanctify the 
people of God...Peter...watches over the charity of that 
unity. 


Reflections 


By Sister Carolyn 
Link, CPPS 


Active waiting 


“Does that pie smell good!” Indeed, the spicy aroma is 
beginning to permeate the entire house. The next 30 to 40 
minutes are filled with delightful anticipation. As the 
steaming, frangrant pie is taken from the oven and allowed 
to cool, salivary glands increase their already-frantic pace. 
At last! The fork slices into the warm, flavor-filled pie and 
the first bite is in the mouth! Uhm! De-e-licious! Leisurely, 
deliberately, each tasty morsel is savored. 


So it should be with Advent! It is a time to be savored. 
Advent, the winter season of the Church year, is a time of 
active waiting, of eager anticipation. It commemorates that 
moment in history when God touched a young: woman. 
She responded. She embraced the Divine. The Fruit of that 
union has changed the history of humankind! 


Our personal history can be changed by this union as 
well. God continues to touch each of us. It is a gentle 
touch—so gentle that often we are too “busy” to be aware 
of it. But, like Mary, we too are invited to embrace the 
Divine. 

During these days of Advent, you are invited to take a 
few minutes during the busy day to become more attuned 
to the Divine in your life, to seize upon the frequent 
moments which speak about the Divine Presence. A 
glance out the window — a brilliant blue sky ora dark storm 
cloud—‘“Thank you, God!” or “How lovely is Your dwelling 
place, O God!” A friend in distress—‘‘Please comfort, O 
Lord!” will give added healing power to soothing words or 
silent embrace. 
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Our Christian Way of Life 


By Enid Lanyon 


To see the star at its rising 


The leaves have turned and are falling from the 
trees. The days are closing in on themselves and the 
air chilling in the evening. Once again we are at that 
time of hiatus in the usual rush and bustle of life. It is 
the waiting time. 

Each year it comes with the same quiet 
excitement, the same feeling of “rightness.” Advent 
moves softly, surprisingly into our calendar. After 


_ Thanksgiving, it is like warm slippers beside a fire, 


cozy nights and friendship. 


IT 1S-A TIME of anticipation and preparation, but 
for me, at least, always a calming and quieting of the 
spirit. The time is near for the birth of the child who 
is Our hope and our fulfillment. We are waiting for 
new life, for a new year, for the re-enactment of the 
centuries-old incarnation of God’s infinitely loving 
presence in our world. 

A new Star is risen in the east, one that will lead us 
as surely as God Himself, to where our salvation lies. 


' What is past is past. What is new is about to begin 


and our souls can feel young again, full of eager 
anticipation and fervor and the wild unreasonable 
vigor. of youthful love. 


The Christmas story never loses its magic. It is so 


QandA 


By Father Warren d. Rouse, OFM 


gentle, so tender a tale, calling us as it does to meet 
our God and discover Him to be pure and 
unthreatening as a child, to be loved and taken to 
our hearts. Like any true love story, it speaks to our 
deepest longings and dearest hopes and asks only 
for our response. 


ADVENT |S THE TIME of making ready for the 
coming of the Lord in a very tangible and intensely 
personal way. In homes all over the country the 
Advent wreath has been lifted from the careful 
wrapping of last year, the ribbons and candles 
renewed. In churches the first candles have been lit 
and “O come, O come Emmanuel” has moved 
hauntingly into the liturgy. 


This December a new light will shine in countless 
homes for a child born almost 2,000 years ago and 
born again and again in the hearts of men. A light 
will shine for a love which has existed before time 
and light itself. 

There is a forward-looking, optimistic mood to 
these weeks. Our focus is on the future, on an event 
not yet realized and yet at the same time realized 
from all time. It is a time for reflection and renewal. 


FROM THE EARLY DAYS of Christianity, these 


days before Christmas have called for personal 


reassessment and spiritual resolution. From the 
fourth century, when the Feast of the Nativity was 
instituted, there has been a special liturgical 
emphasis on Advent. Homilies of St. Gregory the 
Great, who lived in the sixth century, include a 
sermon for the Second Sunday of Advent. 


The importance of this time has given it a well- 
entrenched place of importance in the Christian life. 
In this hasty and impatient generation, we are less 
and less prepared to wait for the gradual fulfillment 
of our hopes and dreams, less and less willing to 
endure and persevere the human obstacles that lie 
on the way that leads to that point marked by the 
Star. 


There is an urgency about the Christian mission; 
‘we Cannot procrastinate nor take time off from our 
commitment. But we also need to take time to check 
and recheck, to take stock so that we may see 
ourselves more honestly. 


IN ONLY TWO MORE weeks we celebrate the 
coming of our Savior. It is little enough time to get 
ready, little enough time to Sweep away the debris 
cluttering our lives and cleanse and shine and 
replace what is no longer of value or use to us. But 
still, time enough if love is strong enough. 


Money, money, money... 


Q: What happens to the money put 
into the collection each week? 


A: The operation of a parish plant 
involves enormous expenses (even 
more so if a school is attached to the 
parish): utilities, maintenance, 
salaries, repairs, improvements, 
insurance, assessments, mortgage 
payments, and so on. Today many 


parishes publish an annual financial 


statement and | do not know of any 
pastor who is unwilling to take the 


time to explain the financial status to — 
persons who are interested and 


qualified. . ate 


~ Q: What determines the kind of 
music that can be used at Mass? 


A: As far back as the time of Pope 
St. Pius X it was established that 
music suitable for worship should 
evidence three characteristics: it 
must be true art, universal, and 


- Sacred. Some of today’s “church 


music” fails miserably to reflect these 
criteria and, to paraphrase a famous 
quotation, “for those who agree no 
explanation is necessary; for those 
who don’t, no explanation is 
possible.” : 


Of particular relevance is the idea 


that liturgical music should be 
sacred. Our present Holy Father 
explains it this way: “Music intended 
for the liturgy must be sacred owing 
to special characteristics which allow 
it to be an integral and necessary part 
of the liturgy itself. Just as the 
Church, with regard to places, 
objects, and clothes, demands that 
they should have a fitness adapted to 


. their sacramental purpose, all the 


more so for music, which is one of the 


highest visible. signs of liturgical 
sacredness, she wishes it to possessa ~ 
_ fitness in keeping with this sacred 


and sacramental purpose, by means 
of special characteristics which 
distinguish it from music intended, 
for example, for entertainment, 
diversion, or even piety understood in 
a wide and generic sense.” (Homily of 
Sept. 21, 1980) 


Now if we could only find someone 
out there in folk-land to teach these 
kids how to tune a guitar properly and 
master the basics of more than one 
banal strum... 


(Send your questions directly to: 
Father Warren Rouse, OFM, P.O. Box 
409, San Luis Rey, CA 92068.) 


~. AS A BROTHER. A HUMBLE AND DILIGENT 
_ WORKER, HE SERVED AS TAILOR FOR THE 
_ COMMUNITY AND WAS ASSIGNED TO CARING 


the Saints “ 
Gia Nesom." ST GERARD | 
MAJELLA 


NAPLES. HIS FATHER, A TAILOR, DIED 
WHEN THE BOY WAS 12 LEAVING THE 


FAMILY IN POVERTY. THIS FORCED GERARD 
TO BECOME AN APPRENTICE TAILOR AND 
HE EVENTUALLY BECAME A SERVANT IN THE 
HOUSE OF THE BISHOP OF LACEDONIA. 
WHEN THE BISHOP DIED, GERARD OPENED 
HIS OWN TAILOR SHOP IN MURO AND 
DIVIDED HIS EARNINGS AMONG HIS 
FAMILY, THE POOR AND THE CHURCH. 
REJECTED BY THE CAPUCHINS BECAUSE 
OF POOR HEALTH, GERARD FINALLY WAS 
ACCEPTED BY THE REDEMPTORISTS IN 1749 


FOR SICK MEMBERS. IN THE NEXT THREE 
YEARS HE BECAME RENOWNED FOR HIS 
REMARKABLE POWER OF PROPHECY AND 
THE ABILITY TO READ MEN'S SOULS. ASA 
RESULT OF HIS UNUSUAL HOLINESS HE 
WAS MADE SPIRITUAL COUNSELOR TO SEVERAL gy 
CONVENTS AND HE CORRESPONDED AS SPIRITUAL” 
ADVISOR WITH MANY OTHER RELIGIOUS. HE OFTEN /// 
WAS CALLED “THE WONDER WORKER.” HE DIED 
OF TUBERCULOSIS IN 1755 AT 29 AFTER PREDICTING & 
THE DAY AND HOUR OF HIS DEATH. HIS LAST REQUEST 
WAS THAT THIS SMALL NOTE BE TACKED TO HIS DOOR: 4 
“HERE THE WILL OF GOD IS DONE, AS GOD WILLS, AND 
AS LONG AS GOD WILLS.” 

ST. GERARD MAJELLA WAS CANONIZED BY ST. 
POPE PIUS X DEC.1I, 1904. 
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The Sunday Readings 


“By Deacon James Steinberg 


Selfishness is the condition of sin 


December 14, 1980, Third Sunday of Advent. 
Isaiah 35:1-6, 10; James 5:7-10; Matthew 11:2-11. 


We are now halfway through Advent, and the 
great coming of Christ approaches. We are filled 
with expectancy, and our first reading conveys the 
longing of God’s people for the Great Day of 
Yahweh the prophets have promised. 


We are to rejoice in confidence. God will lead His 
people back to. Jerusalem. Just as the desert has 
been made fruitful by the rain, so will the reign of 
God wipe away all of our infirmities. Everything has 
been fulfilled in Jesus, in whom God’s promises 
have now become a living reality. 


BUT JESUS DOES not only enter into our history; 
He will come again, to judge the living and the dead 
and to usher in the final reign of God. Our second 
reading conveys the sense of frustration those early 
Christians must have felt when they realized that the 
parousia was not imminent. 


Jesus will come again, as surely as the seasonal 
rains which renew the earth; we proclaim. that 


second coming in the liturgy, each time we pray the 
Our Father, in the memorial acclamation of the 
Mass. But in the meantime we must wait. And while 
we are waiting, we must make the resurrected Christ 
a reality in our own lives. How can we share in Jesus’ 
triumph over this world when we mindlessly pursue 
wealth, when we inflict suffering on others? 


Jesus Christ is God’s final revelation to man; and 
confronted with Christ, we are confronted with a 
dilemma: we must choose, we must either be for 
Him or against Him. How can we be neutral in the 
face of the demands of holiness and justice the 
Gospel asks of us? 


AND THIS IS PRECISELY the problem which 
confronts the disciples of John the Baptist in our 
Gospel reading. Is Jesus the One who is to come? 
They ask an answer of John, and Jesus is the 
answer. 


The blind see; cripples walk, lepers are cured, the 
deaf can hear once more. This is just- what the 
prophets promised. The Word and the Law have 
been fulfilled, and John has prepared the way; and 


because of John’s mission, it is now ‘possible to 
recognize the Christ and to believe in Him. 


But to believe in Jesus calls for more than justa 
simple nod Of the head. Faith makes demands of us, 
and the acid test of faith is whether we are willing to. 
put it into action, to practice in our lives what we say 
we believe in our hearts. 


THE EARLY CHRISTIAN community struggled 
with the problems of wealth and poverty. 
Everywhere we look, we are confronted with the 
hungry, the homeless, the strangers and the aliens. 
The pursuit of our own wealth and comfort to the 
exclusion of justice for others is the condition of sin, 
because it estranges us from the God we are meant 
to see in others. 


The kingdom of God has come! Jesus has firmly 
established it through His cross and resurrection. 
He calls us to share in His victory over sin and death 
by sharing ourselves and what we have. with 
each other. We must choose Christ or the world. We 
must opt for Faith or flounder in Unbelief: there is no 
room for.compromise in the Christian life. 
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Continued from page 1 


purely in contractual terms,’ said 
Father Michael’ J. ‘Gallagher, the 
officialis, or chief judge, of the 
tribunal. “But in light of the document 
Gaudium et Spes of the Second 
Vatican Council, we have deepened 
our understanding of marriage. 


“Since marriage is also seen now as 
a covenant of life and love, and as a 
relationship,. then psychological 
factors become far more significant 
in the annulment process.” 


FATHERS GALLAGHER and 
Proctor are both quick to stress that 
the work of the tribunal should be 
seen in its positive aspect, as a 
ministry of reconciliation, a ministry 
which both reconciles individuals to 
each other and to the Church. 


Father Proctor estimates that 
_within a given year, the San Diego 
tribunal averages about 600 favorable 
decisions, or decrees of nullity. These 
decisions state that, in effect, no 
marriage bond ever existed and that 
the two parties are free to marry in the 
Church if they so choose. An 
annulment is not to be confused-with 
a divorce, which allows that an 
existing marriage bond can be 
broken: the Church, of course, does 
not recognize divorce in any form. 


And while a majority of cases 
submitted to the tribunal are in the 
hope of a new. marriage for one or 
both parties, not all cases are for this 
reason. 


“SOME PEOPLE are looking for a 
closure to one part of their life so that 


they can begin anew,” said Father. 


Gallagher. And Father Proctor points 
out that others are looking “for a 
vindication of their rights. The 
Church takes these BHSSHORS of 
rights most seriously.” j 


But for whatever reason, the: 


annulment process is always with a 
view toward readmittance to the full 
sacramental life in the Church, which 
is not compatible with a situation of 
divorce and remarriage, according to 
official teaching. 


The annulment process begins at 

' the parish level when the case first 

comes to the attention of a priest or 

deacon. After an initial screening, the 

case is forwarded to the tribunal. 

This screening continues even at the 

tribunal, so that only those cases with 

a possibility for favorable adjudica- 

tion actually: reach one of the 12 
tribunal judges. 


THESE JUDGES are parish priests 
who have had special and extensive 
training in canon law, the theology of 
marriage, and the human and 
psychological dimensions of mar- 
riage. About 80 percent of the cases 
which eventually come to the judges 
are decided favorable, but both 
Fathers Gallagher and Proctor 
emphasize that this is out of a select 
caseload which is the end result of a 

- careful screening process. 


“We will not even consider 
hopeless cases, those without any 
oossibility of a favorable decision,” 
said Father Proctor, who noted that 
the 600 or so decrees of nullity each 
year “represent less than one-half of 
one .percent of the total number of 
people we could possibly minister 
10:7 


The Diocesan Tribunal, which 
consists of the bishop, the officialis, 
and the two vice officiales—the 
other is Father Alphonsus Moloney — 
and the 12 judges, has the competen- 
cy to decide all questions of nullity 
except for two, which must be 
referred to Rome. — 


“THE HOLY FATHER has reserved 
to himself the dissolution of non- 


Tribunal: marriage a ‘covenant’ 


sacramental marriage—theso-called - 


Petrine privilege—and cases of non- 
consummation,” said Father Proctor. 


Father Moloney, who is also pastor 
of St. Louise de Marillac Church in El 
Cajon, is the Defender of the Bond. 
He reviews on. a regular basis_all 
cases which have been decided 
favorably, to safeguard procedure, 
jurisprudence, and the rights of both 
parties. 


The defender of the bond cannot 
reverse a decision of one of the 
judges, because he forms one 
tribunal along with the bishop, 
judges, and officialis. “This would be 
like the tribunal reversing itself,” said 
Father Proctor. “The defender of the 
bond can ask for an appeal, but all 
appeals must always go to the next 
higher ecclesiastical court, which for 
us is the Los Angeles archdiocese.” 


The annulment process 
is always with a view 
toward readmittance to 
the full sacramental life in 
the Church, which is 
not compatible with a 
situation of divorce and 
remarriage. 


THE QUESTION of appeals 
procedure is a sensitive one to many 
diocesan officials in the United 
States. The American bishops have 
received permission from Rome to 


exempt their tribunals from the | 


requirements of canon law which call 
for the automatic appeal of each 


_ favorable decision to the next Highet 


court. 


But Father Proctor points out that 
the proposed new code of canon law 


now under consideration would 


reimpose the automatic review 
procedure. “We are very concerned 
that if this happens it would simply 
swamp the Los Angeles court, which 
serves the ecclesiastical province 
composed of the archdiocese itself 
and all the dioceses reaching 
northward from San Diego to 
Fresno.” 


This automatic review procedure 
would more than triple the caseload 
of 1500 or more appeals currently 
handled in the archdiocese, said 
Father Gallagher, who discounted 
reports in the secular press that Rome 
was clearly unhappy with the work of 
the American tribunals. 


“THEY WERE concerned that we 
are properly applying the procedures 
of canon law,” said Father Proctor, 
“and it has been shown time and time 
again that we are.” 


Unlike American civil court 
procedure, which is based on the 
English common law, canon law is 
based on the old Roman law, and this 
has led many people in this country to 
conclude wrongly that ecclesiastical 
courts will grant an annulment 
without a sufficiency of evidence. 


“Americans are used to an 
adversary procedure which involves a 
direct oral confrontation in a court of 
law,” said Father Proctor. “But 
Roman law is based largely on 
written depositions. Clarification is 
only asked if some question arises. 
Otherwise, we interview the respond- 
ent only if he or she requests ‘it.” 


“OUR WORK IS not the dissolution 
of existing marriages,” said Father 
Gallagher. “The people who come to 
us are looking for permanence, 
indissolubility, and sacramentality in 
their Christian marriages.” 
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MOTHER TERESA’S HELPER —Brother Jeremy, MC, who was recently 
charged by Mother Teresa with guiding the Missionary Brothers of 
Charity in the Western Hemisphere, spoke at a recent day of recollection 
for the seminarians at St. Francis Seminary. An in-depth interview with 
Brother Jeremy will appear in a future issue of the Southern Cross. (Staff — 
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COMPETIMATH V AWARD WINNER—Jill Terrell, left, and Michael 
Wilga, center, members of the Marian High School math department, 


presented awards last Saturday to Teresa Coombs, who won first place in —- 


the school’s annual math contest for seventh and eighth grade students. 
The contest, under the direction of math department chairman Philippe 
Gagne, attracted students from 11 diocesan elementary schools. (Staff 


photo by Mark Ryland) 


New encyclical timely, urgent’ 


WASHINGTON (NC)—The presi- 
dent of the National Conference of 
Catholic Bishops (NCCB) has hailed 
Pope John Paul II’s new encyclical, 
Dives in Misericordia (Rich in Mercy), 
as a ‘‘timely and even urgent” 
message to “a world torn by conflict 
and tension.” 


in a statement on the encyclical, 
the NCCB president, Archbishop 
John R. Roach of St. Paul and 
Minneapolis, said “lasting peace will 
come about only when the claims of 
justice are enriched with the 
imperatives of mercy flowing from 
love.” 


THE ENCYCLICAL, Pope John 
Paul's second, was published Dec. 2. 
In it the pope discussed the 
relationships among mercy, charity, 
and justice in  God’s dealings with 
humankind and also in human affairs. 


“Among the encyclical’s many 
striking insights,” Archbishop Roach 
said, “is its reminder that justice, as 
important and indeed essential as itis 
in human life and in the mission of the 
Church, is not enough. In fact, 
without love it cannot survive. One 
who gives his neighbor only what he 
has a Strict right to is not giving him 
love. God’s relationship with us goes 
far beyond the demands of justice. It 
is his love that has put salvation 
within our reach. Just as God’s love, 
expressed in mercy, in a sense goes 
far beyond the demands of justice, so 
we are called to go beyond strict 
justice in our personal and societal 
relationships and leaven them with 
deeds of loving mercy.” é 


Archbishop Roach continued: 
“Some may find this message 
idealistic, even unrealistic. But, as the 
Holy Father observes, it lies at the 
heart of Christianity. At a time when 
conflict and tension threaten a 
renewed arms race with the potential 
of destroying humankind, when 
unborn lives are. destroyed by the 
millions, when violence and oppres- 
sion of many kinds hold sway all over 
the globe, who cares to say that the 
Christian alternative—the alternative 
of mercy and love—is unrealistic? 
History will judge this ‘unrealistic’ 
alternative to be the most realistic of 
all, precisely because it is the onlyone 
conducive to human happiness and, 
possibly, to human survival.” 


Woman may be named 


DULUTH, Minn. (NC)—The 
Vatican has given Bishop Paul F. 
Anderson of Duluth permission to 
appoint a laywoman to act as 
defender of the bond in marriage 
cases in the Duluth diocesan 
marriage tribunal. ~ 


Cardinal Pericle Felici, prefect 
of the Supreme Tribunal of the 
Apostolic Signatura, the Church's 
supreme court, gave Bishop 
Anderson permission for a five- 
year period to appoint Mary J. 
Donahue defender of the bond for 
individual cases. The permission 
was granted, the cardinal said, 
“because of the shortage of 
qualified priests” and in consider- 
ation of Mrs. Donahue’s “experi- 
ence and dedication.” 
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ON PICKET LINE — Dorothy Day sits on a chair while on a picket line in 
Lamont, Calif., in 1973. She is shown talking with a nun as police stand 
by. Later in the day she and 300 others were arrested. Miss Day died Nov. 
29 in her New York home. (NC photo) 


Dorothy Day: ‘she showed us 
the Gospel is possible’ | 


NEW YORK (NC)—Dorothy Day 
showed that “the Gospel is possible,” 


said the preacher of the eulogy at the - 


funeral Dec. 2 of Miss Day, co- 
founder of the Catholic Worker 
Movement. 

“The truth called her forth and aie 
accepted the invitation to solidarity 


with those without the arrogance and. 


dominance of wealth, power, and 
prestige,’’ said the preacher, 
Dominican Father Geoffrey Gneuhs, 
a member of the Catholic SOreet 
Movement. 

SIX OF MISS DAY’S grandchildren 
bore her body from Maryhouse, the 
hospitality house for homeless 


~ women on the Lower East Side where 


she died Nov. 29 at the age of 83, to 


the Church of thé Nativity inthesame ~ 


neighborhood. ‘ 
At the door of the church, Cardinal 


' Terence Cooke of New York and 


Father Gneuhs received the body. 
Cardinal Cooke said a prayer, 
blessed the body, and greeted the 
mourners before leaving for another 
appointment. — 


Father Gneuhs concelebrated the 
Mass with Jesuit Father Thomas 
Mitchell, pastor of Nativity parish, 
and Father Peter of the Little Brothers 
of the Gospel. The crowd overflowed 
the church, which has a capacity of 


‘400, into the church hall downstairs. 


“IN HER BOOK, The Long Lone- 
liness,” Father Gneuhs said in his 
eulogy, “Dorothy wrote: ‘All my life | 
have been haunted by God.’. And 
where’ did this haunting God lead 
her? 
~ “This haunting God led Dorothy to 
jail as she spoke and acted for the 
rights of women and men. She was 
led to jail because she stood for the 
rights of laborers and workers and 
because she stood with the farm 
workers in California. And this 
haunting God led her to prison 
because she would not tolerate the 
militarist posture of this country. She 
was led ultimately to community and 
to love, and this being haunted by 
God became for her a stupendous 
and extraordinary pilgrimage, a 
pilgrimage of faith.” 


Miss Day also wrote, the priest 
recalled, “What a simplification of life 
it would be if we saw Christ 
everywhere we go.” Paraphrasing the 
words of Christ, Father Gneuhs 
continued: “Did you give me clothes? 
Did you give me food? Did you give 
me shelter, in the empty room of your 
home, of your rectory, of your priory? 


To love, for her, was not a duty but a 


Dorothy Day 
privilege. Should it not be for all of 
us? We do not have to go far to see 
Christ, to invite Christ.” 


CONCLUDING, FATHER Gneuhs 
said: “In a truthless world some have 
struggled to listen to (Christ's) voice 
and to continue to speak truth—the 
truth of Christ. And one such person 
in this century has been Dorothy. 
Hers was a commitment to justice, to 
freedom, and to peace, and to 
resistance to the kingdoms of this 
world, and an unflinching commit- 
ment to the belief that love will 
redeem the world. Dorothy had a 
dream of this truth; the dream 
became a vision, and the vision is a 
light for the world. The truth guided 
her pilgrimage and she admitted, ‘We 
confess to being fools and wish that 
we were more so.’ Oh, thank God for 
such foolishness! 

“And so, Dorothy, the sitbrimagek is 
over. You’re home now. The truth 
invites you to the eternal banquet.” 


Michael G. K ielty 


_ M.B., B.S. (Lond.), FACS. F.A.C.O.G., K.H.S. 


Diplomate of the American Board of 
Obstetrics and Gynaecology 


Scripps Medical Centre 
9844 Genesee Avenue 
La Jolla, Calif. 92037 


Telephone 
(714) 453-1553 


TV ratings victory: 
boy, 13, kills himself 


By Michael Gallagher 


NEW YORK (NC)—Last month a 
13-year-old boy named Gottfried 
(Freddy) Saganowski, an eighth- 
grade pupil at Holy Cross School in 
Trenton, N.J., died of a head wound. 
He had been playing with his younger 
brother a few days after both of them 
had seen The Deer Hunter on 
television and he had found a pistol in 
his parents’ bedroom closet, accord- 
ing to the account by John M. Leahy 
in The Monitor, Trenton diocesan 
newspaper. 


Emulating actor Robert De Niro in 
the terrifying Russian roulette 
sequences of the movie, Freddy 
Saganowski removed all but one 
bullet from the revolver and spun the 
cylinder. Then, despite the horrified 
protests of the younger boy, he 
placed the muzzle to his head and 
pulled the trigger. The bullet passed 
through his brain and out the other 
side of his head. Freddy lingered for 
three days before he died. 


STATION WOR-TV of New York 
showed The Deer Hunter at 8 p.m. 
election day. Like many other 
independent stations throughout the 
country, it had bought the broadcast- 
ing rights after the major networks 
had turned the film down on the 
grounds that it would have had to be 
cut too much to make it pass as 
prime-time fare. 


WOR-TV and its fellow indepen- 
dents apparently felt no such qualms. 
At any rate they were willing to take 
the risk. So they showed the film 
virtually uncut, thus treating Freddy 
Saganowski and his younger brother 
in their own home to the sort of R- 


rated violence that the two boys’ 


would not have been able to see ina 


_ theater unless accompanied by one 


of their parents. -° >>> 


WOR-TV’s reward was a splendid 
victory in the ratings. 


The Deer Hunter had the prestige 
of five Academy Awards going for it, 
including one for best picture and 
one for best director, Michael Cimino. 


THE ADIN TV GUIDE for The Deer 
Hunter solemnly warned the reader 
that the film “includes certain scenes 
and language that, although essential 
to the story, may not be suitable for 
children.” 

Without the bloody, gory melo- 
drama of the Russian roulette 
sequences, which:all too many critics 


swallowed whole as a marvelous 
metaphor of the Vietnam War, 
Michael Cimino’s creation would 
have been recognized as the bloated, 
pretentious, banal movie that it really 
is, One not much better than his 
recent fiasco, Heaven’s Gate, which 
the same critics who were ecstatic 
over The Deer Hunter roasted to a 
turn. 


The Department of Communica- 
tion of the U.S. Catholic Conference 
gave The Deer Hunter a B classifica- 
tion for its violence. In a wholly 
negative review | had this to say about 
the torture by Russian roulette 
sequences: “Even if this sort of thing 
did, in fact, occur, and Cimino has in 
the two-years since brought forth no 
evidence that it did, it is so atypical of 
what American soldiers suffered in 
Vietnam that to focus upon it to the 
exclusion of all that they did in fact 
suffer is a miscalculation of massive 
proportions in a film whose supposed. 
intent is to get at the heart of the 


“matter in Vietnam and not to conjure 


up a machismo fantasy.” 


THE DEER HUNTER IS just that: a 
machismo fantasy. The Russian 
roulette sequences advance no 
theme. They are rather the whole 
point of the movie. It is no wonder 
then that, magnified by all the 
powerful techniques of modern 
filmmaking, they had so lethal an 
effect upon the impressionable mind 
of a 13-year-old New Jersey boy. 


And now that the independent 
stations have got away with this coup, 
how long will it be before the major 
networks succumb to competitive 


‘pressure? Just think of all the further 


thrills in store for young children 


throughout the country. 


And as it turns out, idmebedy. is 
taking action. According to John 


_Leahy’s ‘story, Freddy Saganowski's 


classmates at Holy Cross have 
formed an organization called SAVE, 


- whose immediate goal is to make 


parents more aware of what their 
children are watching on television 
and to encourage them to watch it 
with their children and later discuss 
what they see. 


A more ambitious, and admittedly 
more difficult, goal of SAVE is to 
influence programming, using such 
techniques as cooperation with other 
schools, letter writing campaigns and 
contacting political leaders. 


Why buy substitutes 
when you can buy the best at... 


SAUSAGE 
KiNG WY 


BRAND 


MISSION HILLS 
811 W. Washington St. 
Tues. thru Sat. 9-6 
297-4301 


* 40 VARIETIES. « 


Old World Sausage 
Cold Cuts 
Luncheon Meats 
Hickory Smoked. All meat 
fillings in natural casings. 


San Diego’s Own Wurstmacher 


CHULA VISTA 
319 3rd Ave. 
Tues. thru Sat. 10-8 
Fri. 10-9 427-0636 


__“We Make All Our Products Here in San Diego” 


LA MESA 
7907 University Ave. 
Tues. thru Sat. 9-6:30 
460-7942 


MIRA MESA 
9323 Mira Mesa Blvd. 
Mon. thru Sat. 10-8 
Sun. 12-6 566-0800 
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An NC News backgrounder 


SAN SALVADOR, El Salvador— 
Since 1976, political violence in this 
country has resulted in an estimated 
15,000 deaths. Most of the dead were 
innocent bystanders. They also 
included priests, nuns, and lay 
leaders of basic Christian communi- 
ties in rural areas. 


The most prominent Church figure 
killed was Archbishop Oscar Romero 
of San Salvador, who was murdered 
in March by unknown gunmen while 
he was celebrating Mass. 


TWO OF THE SIX bishops of El 
Salvador have repeatedly con- 
demned the terrorism of rightist and 
leftist groups and repression by 
‘government troops. 


The central issue here has been the 
question of how to achieve social 
justice through socioeconomic and 
political reforms in a country 
traditionally dominated by a few 
landed families aided by the military. 
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Without access to democratic 
means, many political leaders 
resorted to rebellion, at first through 
non-violence. When this failed, many 
resorted to arms. 


CLERGYMEN, RELIGIOUS, and 
lay people have been often caught in 
the middle. Because they sided with 
the poor, they have suffered reprisals 
from right-wing terrorists and the 
government. 


And many lay leaders who refused 
to follow the leftist guerrilas. were 
killed or maimed. 


The Church as a whole is also 
suffering from internal division as the 
rival ideologies of the rightist and 
leftist groups have been accepted by 
some Catholic lay groups and some 
clergymen and Religious. 


MOST, HOWEVER, follow the ideal 
of seeking total liberation of people: 
Spiritual liberation from sin and 
material liberation from want. 


In a September pastoral letter, the 
bishops showed unity in the face of 


Continuous & dignified service 
to the Catholic community 
since 1946. 


4710 Cass St. 
488-5553 
488-7575 


MISSALS, 
CHILDREN’S 


St. Paul 


232-1442 


“Over. 55 years 
of Reliability” 


HYDREX 
PEST CONTROL 


San Diego: 563-1670 


BIBLES, BOOKS, CASSETTES 
PRAYERBOOKS 


LIVES OF SAINTS 
ROSARIES, STATUES 
NATIVITY SETS... 


FROM 8:30-6:00 MON. - SAT. 


Catholic Book 


and Film Center 
1570 Fifth Ave. (ar CEDAR 


(FREE PARKING) 


La Jolla: 563-1674 Escondido: 741-7141 
El Cajon: 579-8434 Oceanside: 753-4141 
Chula Vista: 421-5166 Del Mar: 753-4141 
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Pacific Beach Mortuary, ate 


BIBLES 


’ 


J 


I 
1 
| 
I 
I 
I 
u 
J 
I 
I 
J 
I 
I 
ie 
p 
| 
| 
I 
| 


" FALL SPECIAL ° eo, 


UP TO 2500 SQUARE FEET 


$49°° Complete reg. :75~ 
COMPLETE INTERIOR-EXTERIOR INCLUDING: 
BASEBOARDS,: CABINETS, CLOSETS, DUST 
ATTIC, FOG INTERIOR OF HOME, 30 FOOT BAND 
OF CHEMICAL AROUND HOME, EAVES 


COMPLETE 30-DAY GUARANTEE 
ROACHES — SPIDERS — SILVERFISH — TICKS 


EARWIGS — SOWBUGS — CRICKETS 
GOOD ONLY WITH COUPON— EXPIRES 12-31-80 


the grave issues. They recognized the 
need to redress the social injustices 
of the past as the way to achieve 
peace. But they were concerned that 
the struggle for social justice and the 
common good was being over- 
shadowed by the ideological struggle 
and terrorism. 


“We invite all those who, blinded by 


ideological dogmatism, resort to: 


violence only, to make their goal-the 
well-being of the people, not the 
triumph of an ideology that justifies 
all atrocities and the sacrifice of 
thousands of citizens,” the bishops 
said. 


THEN ADDRESSING political 
activists. within the Church, they 


added: “We ask all priests, men and : 


women Religious more directly 
involved in factional politics, to obey 
Church directives and leave to the lay 
people that role and function. It is up 
to the laity to be militants in politics. 


“Therefore we declare that those 
priests, religious men and nuns who 
persist in this kind of militant 
leadership, are not representing the 
Church since such role is a personal 
one, not a pastoral duty,” they said. 


Those involved in political activism 
are a minority of the 373 priests, 70 
brothers, 70 seminarians, and 735 
nuns working in El Salvador. Perhaps 
in allthey number fewer than 100. The 
most vociferous group is the 
Coordinating Committee of the 
Peoples Church, which last summer 
Staged sit-ins at the papal nunciature 
and several churches. 


- THE COMMITTEE’S purpose, its 
members say, is “to foster pastoral 
communication among the people, 
foster religious feeling at the 
grassroots, intensify the life of basic 


Christian communities, and show: 


solidarity with the popular (revolu- 
tionary) organizations.” 

“We are merely joining the 
liberation movement of our people,” 
one leader said. Among the main 


promoters of the committee is?! 


Belgian Father Rogelio Ponscele. 
Most of the committee leaders are 
foreign missionaries. 


» The committee and other anti- 
government groups, using the name 
of the murdered Archbishop Romero 
and joining ecumenical groups, seek 
help among Christians abroad. They 
Say nothing of the bishops’ disap- 
proval of their activities and defend 
the idea that Christians and socialists 
can work together. 


THE RESULT, SAY critics of these 
groups, is that solidarity movements 
and money from Europe and North 
America are helping not only 
legitimate groups who suffer from 
repression, but also Marxist guer- 
rillas. 


The basic Christian communities ° 


that flourished among the poor in 
rural and urban areas have suffered 
the most from the political polariza- 
tion since 1976. 


Revolutionary leaders want to use 
them to fill up their ranks. This is 
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Divided Church in El Salvador immersed in nation’s political strife 


important in a country where 90 
percent of the population professes 
Catholicism. The military, suspecting 
subversion in any organized grass- 
roots activity, takes reprisals against 
the communities. 


A DOCTORAL THESIS by Salva- 
doran Father Octavio Cruz makes a 
case study of the rural community of 
Masagua and the awakening of the 
peasants from a passive religion to a 
religion stressing total liberation. He 
shows. how the peasants’ ideas of 
God, salvation, the Ten Command- 
ments, the liturgy, and biblical figures 
such as Moses changed after leaders 
from urban areas had given them a 
political education. Peasants then 
emphasized the need for social 
change and cited economic reasons 
for their poverty. 


Thus Moses, for instance, who 
announced and led his people’s 
liberation from oppression, serves as 
a biblical example of the need for 
political changes and reforms. Under 
successive military dictatorships 
opposing reforms; pressure intensi- 
fied. 

“We must achieve liberation in our 
own way and circumstances,” was 
the thought prevailing among 


Christian communities, according to © 


the thesis. 


UPON THIS BASE, political 
leaders found it easy to build anti- 
government protest movements for 
political ends. 


Masagua represents the experi- 
ences of other rural parishes. Its 
pastor, Jesuit Father Rutilio Grande, 
killed in 1976, has become a symbol 
of liberation. The parishioners. have 
suffered several army raids and many 
of them have been killed, raped, or 
tortured because they were believed 
to be subversives. 


Archbishop Romero, at first a 
% conservative,. became a strong 


defender of the poor, antagonizing 
the rich. In his homilies he con- 
demned the terrorism of the right and 
the left and blamed the oligarchy and 
the security forces for much of the 
violence. 


IT TOOK HIM some time to react 
against the political polarization 
among the clergy, but he finally 
ordered politically active priests and 
nuns to return to their pastoral role 
and leave social issues to the laity. 


His successor, Bishop Arturo 
Rivera Damas, has been cold to the 
Peoples’ Church. He was instrumen- 
tal in getting all the bishops to draft 
the recent pastoral letter. While 
condemning political extremists for 
their atrocities, his emphasis is onthe 
pastoral, “salvific’”’ role of priests and 
Religious. 


In October, the Church offered to 
mediate and several government 
officials were responsive. But the 
guerrillas and the Coordinating 
Committee of the Masses, a leftist 
coalition, were not. 


SOME LEADERS of the Democrat- 
ic Revolutionary Front, another anti- 
government coalition, were willing to 
listen to the Church provided their 
demands on human rights were met. 


The murders and other violence, 
Church officials say, have blocked 
the road to dialogue. They also feel 
that the government, the right, and 
the guerrillas are quickly losing 
credibility among the majority of the 
people. They fear that fragmentation 
and lack of authority will escalate 
violence. 


The view of the bishops is best 
expressed in their pastoral letter. It 
seems the Church as incarnated in 
the basic Christian communities, 
therefore priests must find the way to 
preach the Gospel of full salvation, 
not of mere social and economic 
liberation. 
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LOFTY ASSIST — Tim Ruff, 17, assists Father Leon Degner, pastor of St. 
Anne parish in Rossmoor, Calif. The 6-foot-9-inch basketball star at 
Acalanes High School may well be the nation’s tallest altar boy. Tim has 
been serving Mass since the fourth grade and continues in regular 
rotation. 


Auto manual helps keep Latin alive 


VATICAN CITY (NC)—Latinists 
recently came up with a new 
contribution to the fight to keep the 
ancient language alive and relevant — 
an automobile manual. 


The publication of a Latin-lan- 
guage booklet describing the various 
automobile parts and their functions 
was announced at the international 
congress of the Latinitas Foundation 
in Rome. 


no mention of the new manual but 
indirectly praised it and similar 
publications. 


The conference “seems opportune 
for a correct and suitable renewal of 
the Latin vocabulary in order that it 
may be useful in the lives of those 
who write and speak Latin and in 
order that this Roman language may 
not be put aside as an invalid tool 


Episcopal bishop in Newark 
urges resumption of talks 


NEWARK, N.J. (NC)—The Epis- 
copal bishop of Newark and the 
Catholic dioceses of Newark and 
Paterson, N.J., are exploring the 
possibility of resuming discussions 
which were broken off in the wake of 
the U.S. Catholic bishops’ decision 
regarding dissident Episcopal 
clergymen. 

In August it was announced that 
Pope John Paul Il had approved a 
decision of the U.S. Catholic bishops 
to develop provisions for admitting 
married Episcopal clergymen to the 
Catholic priesthood. 


EPISCOPAL BISHOP John’ S. 
Spong of Newark asked in a letter to 
the ecumenical commission of the 
Catholic Newark archdiocese that the 
possibility be explored of resuming 
discussions on a covenant relation- 
ship between the Episcopal and 
Catholic dioceses. 


The three dioceses had been 
working toward such a covenant 
relationship, which already exists 
among several of their local parishes, 
until Bishop Spong broke off the 
dialogue in September. 


He said then that he was taking his 
action “to protect the integrity of 
women priests and those who 
support women priests in the Epis- 
copal Church.” 

BISHOP SPONG’S latest commu- 
nication did not back down from his 
earlier point that the Catholic Church 
should not be providing a haven for 
dissident clergymen “whose sole 
distinguishing mark was their 
Opposition to the ordination of 
women.” 

But he said that if there could be a 
guarantee of continued freedom to 
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disagree on issues such as women 
priests, birth control, and the place of 
remarried Catholics in the Church, 
then he would “with great joy” re- 
establish discussions on forming a 
covenant relationship. 

And if such freedom could not be 
guaranteed, Bishop Spong said he 
would forego the covenant but 
continue to work for the establish- 
ment of effective ecumenical 
cooperation on both parish and 
diocesan levels. 


“WOULD WE STILL be free to 
debate our differences boldly?” 
asked Bishop Spong. “Would we be 
able to challenge and to correct each 
other publicly? Can honest confron- 
tation be a part of a covenant 
between sister churches?” 


U. of 3rd Age 
set at USD 


Applications are now being 
accepted for the 1981 University of 
the Third Age (U3A), to be held at the 
University of San Diego, Jan. 5-23. 


Tuition for the program is $30. 
Enrollment is limited, and early 
registration is advised. Persons 
interested may call USD’s Office of 
Continuing Education at 293-4585. 


The University of the Third Age 
runs for four days per week. It is 
designed for senior citizens seeking 
intellectual stimulation and moderate 
physical activity. 

Now in its fourth year at USD, U3A 
is based on a model developed at the 
University of Toulouse in France. 
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because of a lack of new words 
suitable to express with clarity the 
concepts and inventions of our time,” 
he said. 


Addressing the Latinists at an 
audience Dec. 1 in the Vatican’s 
Throne Hall, Pope John Paul II made 


Happy Retireds 
Live With Us 


We're happy with the services. There’s 24-hour health 
care, three delicious meals every day, and free bus 
service for local doctors, shopping, and sightseeing. 
We're happy with the spacious, private, air-conditioned 
apartments with private baths, intercoms, and some 
even with kitchens! 

We're happy with the company of people our own age 
and the great variety of social activities such as cards, 
bingo, live entertainment, and parties. 

We're happy with the recreational opportunities here in 
our beautiful nine-acre community. There’s 
swimming, shuffleboard, billiards, putting greens, and 
more than a mile of scenic walkways. One fee covers 
all...no investments — no gratuities. 

For full information about how YOU can join us, call 
today. 


NOW AVAILABLE Studios, 1 & 2 Bedroom Units 


Grossmont Gardens 


714-463-0281 
5480 Marengo, La Mesa, CA 92041 
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Southern Cross, Decemb 


“Sunday Mass, a Catholic 
Liturgy for Television” 
Dec. 14, 7 a.m. 
Channel 39 
Father Warren Rouse, OFM 

‘ Celebrant 


CHRISTMAS 


Oceanside Deanery, DCCW, \ucheon- 
meeting after noon Mass, Dec. 17, 
Mission San Antonio de Pala, featuring 
Christmas program by children from the 
mission’s school. 


St. Martin Church’s Adult Choir 
presents annual hanging of the greens 
and singing of carols, 7 p.m., Dec. 21, 
7710 El Cajon Blvd., La Mesa. Details: 
465-5334. 


Patrons (for divorced and separated 
Catholics) sponsors children’s Christmas 
Party, in lieu of regular fellowship and 
growth meeting, 5:30 p.m., Dec. 14, St. 
Therese of the Child Jesus parish hall, 
San Diego. 


St. Francis Sodality Christmas 
handicraft fair, Dec. 14, St. Rita parish, 
5124 Churchward St., San Diego. Details: 
264-9369. 


Court Mother of Divine Grace, CDA, 
Christmas meeting and pot luck party, 
noon, Dec. 17, Ocean Beach Woman's 
Club, 2160 Bacon St. Details: 223-7516. 


Serra Club of San Diego annual 
Christmas party, 6 p.m., Dec. 17, Admiral 
Kidd Club, San Diego. 

“Star of Bethlehem” special Christmas 
show continues through Dec. 26 at the 
Reuben H. Fleet Space Theater in San 
Diego's Balboa Park. Details: 238-1233. 


EDUCATION 


Evening of Renewal, “The Wonders of 
God’s Love,” with Sister Maria Margarita 
Jimenez, 7:30-10 p.m., Dec. 16, La 
Providencia House of Prayer, 1038 8th St., 
Imperial Beach. Details: 423-5784. 


ELM’S 


Classes on the Principles of Christian 
Living Through the Scriptures with Pat 
Lankowski will resume, 9:45-11:30 a.m., 
Jan. 14, St. Therese of the Child Jesus 
social center, San Diego. Details: 286- 
4652, 286-0516. 


Augustinian Father Jerome Bevilacqua 
conducts scripture‘class, 7:30 p.m., Dec. 
15, St. Patrick Church, San Diego; anda 
Mass and healing service, 7:30 p.m., Dec. 
16, St. John of the Cross Church, Lemon 
Grove. Details: 271-1675. 


University of San Diego offers course, 
“Contemporary Judaism and its Histor- 
ical Background,” Jan. 5-23, Alcala Park. 
Details and registration: 291-6480, ext. 
4524. 


Classes in modern Hebrew at all levels 
for adults, taught by Gertrude Yellin, 
graduate of Hebrew University in Israel, 
on Mondays and Wednesdays, 10 a.m.- 
noon, at Jewish Community Center, 4079 
54th St., San Diego. Individual instruc- 
tions. Details: 296-3620. 


ENTERTAINMENT 


St. Rita’s school community in San 
Diego presents “Oliver,” 7:30 p.m., Dec. 
13 and 3 p.m., Dec. 14. Adults $3, children 
under 14 and seniors $2. Details: 264- 
0109. 


University High School Jesters present 
“The Tavern” by George M. Cohan, 8 
p.m., Dec. 11-14, at the Little Theatre-on- 
Campus. Tickets: 298-8277. 


LITURGIES 


Benedictine Convent of Perpetual 
Adoration, 3888 Paducah Dr., San Diego, 
Eucharistic Holy Hour, 2 p.m., Dec. 21. 


ORGANIZATIONS 


Friday Club, a Catholic singles group 
active in the 50s and 60s, plans a reunion 
of former executive board members early 
next year. Former members and others 
interested can contact Tom Lauerman, 
4866 Loukelton Way, San Diego, 92120, or 


Home of: HART SCHAFFNER & MARX, DEXTER 
Palm Beach, Florsheim, 


Don Loper, Pendleton 


Mission Square Shopping Center, Oceanside 


OUR 45th YEAR 


nN 


For anyone short of time... 


New Dental Plates in One Day 
in most cases, if you arrive before 10:00, we can deliver 
your plates by 5:30 the same day. 

FAST PLATE REPAIRS: ONE HOUR in most cases. 

LET US HELP YOU if you are eligible for/dental work under your Dental Insurance. 


Ocean Beach, El Cajon, Carlsbad 


Dentures 


EASY CREDIT TERMS on approved credit for Dental Plates, 
Partial Plates, and Removable Bridges. All credit handled by our 
office. No Bank or Finance Co. involved. 


North Park: 
3795 30th STREET 
PHONE 296-6195 


Dr J.ClCamp 


Two ground floor offices 
in SAN DIEGO 


Also at 370 “D” STREET, SAN BERNARDINO, PHONE 888-4222 


Offices in other California cities 


bell 


DENTIST 


Downtown: 
1027 6th AVENUE 
Between Broadway & “C’” 


PHONE 239-0115 
FREE PARKING at 
Ace Auto Park, 910 6th Ave. 
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Around the diocese 


call 583-1128, 583-2816. 


Immaculate Conception Fraternity, 
Third Order Secular of St. Francis, holds 
regular meeting, 1:30 p.m., Dec. 14, 
Immaculate Conception Church, Old 
Town. 


Third Order Secular of St. Francis 
meets 2 p.m., Dec. 14, parish center 
adjacent to Mission San Luis Rey. Visitors 
welcome. 7 


SPECIALS 


Memorial service for Dorothy Day 
offered by Catholic Worker community, 8 
p.m., Dec. 12, Christ the King Church, 329 
32nd St., San Diego. 


Benefit dinner for the victims of 
Southern Italy’s recent earthquake at St. 
Columba’s parish hall, 3327 Glencolum 
Dr., San Diego, 1-5 p.m., Dec. 21. Adults 
$4, children $2, families $10. Public 
invited. 


La Jolla Chapter of the National Kidney 
Foundation of Southern California, 
University Hospital’s Nutrition and 
Dietetics Department and Sea World will 
host a day at Sea World for about 20 
children with kidney diseases on Dec. 20. 
Details: 297-0616. 


Catholic scouts to seek 
national award emblems 


The San Diego Catholic Committee on 
Scouting will be accepting recommenda- 
tions for the St. George and Bronze 
Pelican Emblems until March 23. 


The St. George Emblem is a national 
recognition for those who are made a 
significant contribution to scouting in the 
field of Catholic relationships. Five to 
seven years of service are required to 
qualify for this emblem. 


The Bronze Pelican Emblem is a 
diocesan recognition for those with 
extraordinary service to the spiritual 
development of Catholic youth. 


Those supporting the Catholic 
Committee on Scouting require a three-. 
to-five-year service period to qualify. 
Those who support the Catholic Scouting 


. units and the spiritual development of 


Catholic youth require a five-to-seven- 
year service period to qualify for the 
emblem. , 


For additional information and 
nomination forms, call Chairman George 
Hyde at 422-6536. 


IN SAN DIEGO— Super screen and 
stage star Katharine Hepburn will be 
in San Diego Dec. 22-Jan. 3 to co-star 
in Ernest Thompson’s new comedy, 
The West Side Waliz, at the Spreckels 
Theater. Co-starring will be Dorothy 
Loudon. The San Diego show opens 
a West Coast tour before the show 
hits New York’s Broadway. Miss 
Hepburn recently completed the film 
On Golden Pond from the play by 
Thompson, also starring Henry 
Fonda and his daughter Jane. Tickets 
for the Spreckels are available from 
the box office and Ticketron outlets. 


Bingo King @ Bingo Boy 
SUPPLIES & EQUIPMENT 


Showrvom and 
Warehouse 
_ 24-Hour Delivery 


WESTERN GIFT DISTRIBUTORS 
1156 Morena Blvd. 
San Diego, CA 92110 
M-F 9 to 5, Sat. 9 tol 
(714) 276-0360 


Patronize our 


advertisers! 


R.E. Riling Plumbing 


PLUMBING CONTRACTOR EE 
Plumbing, Heating, Repairing = “Ng Neat 
Clem G. Berrill 7 seevice 
3371 Adams Ave. 

San Diego 282-8172 


GUARANTEE 
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BINGO SCHEDULE 


ST. ELIZABETH SETON 

PARISH CENTER 

6628 Santa Isabel; Carlsbad 

Mon. 7:30 p.m.; doors open 6:30 p.m. 
Lic.-#21010 


ST. DIDACUS 

SCHOOL HALL 

4630 34th St., San Diego 

Thurs. 7-10 p.m.; Early Bird 6:30 p.m. 
Lic. #666 


Order Yours Today! 


1981 Catholic Directory 


for the Diocese of San Diego 


ONLY *5°° EACH (postage charge extra) 

copies of the 1981 Catholic Directory for the Diocese of San Diego. | 
enclose $5.00 for each Directory, plus an additional 75¢ per Directory to cover the mailing 
costs. (TOTAL: $5.75 per Directory ordered.) 


Please send 


NAME 


HOLY ANGELS (Byzantine Catholic) 
SOCIAL HALL 

2235 Galahad Rd., Serra Mesa 
Tues. 7-10 p.m.; Early Bird, 6:45 p.m. 
Lic. #694 


ST. PATRICK 

PARISH 

3585 30th St., San Diego 
Wed. 7-10 p.m. 

Lic. #624 


ADDRESS (incl. city, state, zip) 


AMOUNT ENCLOSED: $ 


Mail to: CATHOLIC DIRECTORY, P.O. Box 81869, San Diego, 92138. 
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Historica reunion 
forma programa 
de publicaciones 


LIGUOR!, Mo.—“Hist6érica” es el 
término que uso Pablo Sedillo para 
describir la reciente reunioén de 
catdlicos hispanos y de habla inglesa 
en Liguori, Missouri. 

El Sr. Sedillo, Director Ejecutivo del 
Secretariado Nacional para Asuntos 
Hispanicos de la Conferencia 
Catdlica de Estados Unidos, y otros 
dirigentes religiosos hispanos de 


todas las areas del pais se reunieron — 


con los Padres Redentoristas y los 
miembros del personal de las 
Publicaciones Liguori para formular 


. planes para un singular programa de 


publicaciones. Este programa estara 
disefado especificamente para 
proporcionar materiales de pastoral 
para las comunidades hispanas 
catdlicas de hoy en America. 

_ “YO LE LLAMO historica,” dijo el 
Sr. Sedillo, “porque la comunidad 
hispana ha sido parte de la cultura 
catolica.americana por muchas 
generaciones y sin embargo todavia 
hay pocos métodos de pastoral 


impresos en el idiomaespafol. Ahora | 


esperamos tratar con este problema y 
encontrarle solucion.” 


DURANTE LA reunion de dos dias, 
se hicieron planes de corta y larga 
extension. Se decidid que se debe 
poner mayor énfasis en buscar 
escritores hispanos. Se propucieron 
las publicaciones programadas a 
aparecer en 1981, asi como los 
proyectos que tomaran varios afos 
en desarrollarse. 

Se enfatizd que todos los libros y 
materiales producidos deberan 
seguir las guias propuestas en el 
documento del Segundo Encuentro 
Nacional Hispano de Pastoral. Este 
documento, aprobado por los 
Obispos Catdlicos de Estados 
Unidos, expone el medio hispano de 
dirigirse a los problemas religiosos, 
educativos y otros intereses de la 
comunidad. 


LA MAYORIA DE aquellos reuni- 
dos estuvieron de acuerdo en que se 
debe dar consideracion a las 
diferencias entre las culturas 
Cubanas, chicanas y puertoriquenas. 


Regresa al Hogar... 


jee con su Hijo | 


‘Regresa al Hogar...la Virgen con su Hijo te espera’ 


por el Diacono James Steinberg 


SAN DIEGO—El afio pasado mas 
de 1200 catdlicos alejados de la 
Iglesia recibieron cartas del Sr. 
Obispo exhortandolos a regresar al 
hogar para Navidad. Muchos cienes 
de personas mas hubieran recibido 
las mismas cartas si sus familiares o 
amigos hubieran enviado sus 
nombres a tiempo. 


Una vez mas la didcesis esta 
patrocinando el programa “Regresa 
al Hogar para Navidad.’’ Los 
feligreses de las parroquias son 


animados a rezar por el regreso a la 


Iglesia de aquellos que se han 
alejado. Y también son exhortados a 
mandar los nombres de catdlicos 
alejados que conozcan al Sr. Obispo 
Leo T. Maher, quien personalmente 
les mandara una carta invitandolos a 
regresar y formar de nuevo parte dela 
comunidad parroquial. 


. 


ADEMAS, CADA carta enviada por 
el Sr. Obispo sera seguida por una 
visita al hogar por el parroco o por 
alguna persona del comité de 
evangelizacion de la parroquia. Los 
nombres de las personas que hacen 


esta peticién siempre son estricta- 


mente confidenciales. 


El. programa “Regresa al Hogar 
para Navidad” empezo el 9 de 
noviembre cuando se leyo una carta 


del Sr. Obispo Maher en todas las. 


Misas dominicales. Se pidid a los 


‘ parroquianos que mandaran los 


nombres de amigos o parientes que 
ya no estan viviendo su fe. Y se 
distribuyeron tarjetas con una 
oracion para apoyar el programa. 


Cartelones y anuncios en los 
periddicos son parte del programa, 
pero la oracién es su principal fuente 
de éxito. “Si cada catdlico en San 
Diego dijera estas oraciones y 
recordara a. aquellos que se han 
alejado de la Iglesia, tendriamos una 
grandisima fuerza,” dice la Sra. 
Peggy Wehe, coordinadora del 
programa en la Oficina de Evangeli- 
zacion y Educacion Adulta. 


eset 


LA RESPONSIVA a la campafa 


este afio parece estar superando a la 
del afho pasado, dice la Sra. Wehe, 
quien enfatiz6 la confidencialidad del 
programa. “Unicamente el pastor y la 
persona que hace la visita al hogar 


_ sabe a quien busca y aun ellos no 


saben quién envidé el nombre,” dijo. - 


“Regresa al Hogar” el afio pasado 
demostr6 que muchos padres de ° 
familia estan preocupados por sus 
hijos crecidos que se han alejado de la 
Iglesia. Y, sorpresivamente, algunos 
individuos mandaron ellos mismos 
sus nombres al Sr. Obispo, o pidieron 
apoyo para regresar a los sacramen- 
tos después de muchos afios. Cada 
uno recibié una carta personal del Sr. 
Obispo. 


_El esfuerzo de “Regresa al Hogar 
para Navidad’’ ultimadamente 
depende de la fuerza de la oracién y 
para ello varias parroquias lo han 
hecho parte importante de su 
preparaciOn de Adviento. La Sra. 
Wehe nos informa que de lugares tan 
alejados como Florida ha recibido 
pedidos de mayor informacién y 
muestras de las tarjetas de oracion -~ 
para poner en accion programas — 
similares. 


Teach others to love 
naturally. Become certified 


as a Natural Family Planning 
Teacher. Call 231-2828. 


Classified ads 


NEED CARPETS, drapes, or vinyl? Call 
280-2700 for free estimate. Foremost 
Carpet, 2895 El Cajon Blvd. 


ROOF LEAK? Phone 264-0404, 264- 
0112 for free estimate.. All types of 
residential and commercial roofs. 
SAN DIEGO INSULATION AND 
ROOFING COMPANY, 1726 Wilson 
Ave., National City. 


HONEST, RELIABLE PAINTER, int.- 
ext., Licensed. Acoustical ceilings. 
Free estimates. 24 hrs. 270-5846. 


ARMSTRONG CATERING SERVICE 
Wedding receptions and lunch and 
dinner parties. 284-8405. 


YOUR OWN HOME BUSINESS! Earn 
up te $100 daily as our subwhole- 
saler. We supply everything. VZ 
Wholesale, Box H, Calexico, CA 
92231. : 


ALL BREED DOG GROOMING: Bath 
and Flea Dip for any dog $5.00 while 
you wait. Complete grooming and 
supplies also available. A Dog's World, 
2324% 30th St., 
8405. 


San Diego. 280- 


Serving San Diego 43 years 


PAINTER: Reliable Canadian painter. 
All work guaranteed. Free estimates. 
270-9438. 


NATURAL: FAMILY PLANNING 
Teacher/Certification Classes. 
January 19-20-22-23-26-27-29-30. 
Cathalic Community Services. Call 
231-2828 for details. 


22-IN. RAGGEDY ANNS, 7 only. $15 
each. Handicraft Sale, 5124 
Churchward, San Diego. December 
14, 7 a.m.-2 p.m. 


RICHARD -PAINTING: Professional 


‘painting at prices you can afford. All 


work guaranteed. References and 
free estimates. 274-1364. 


HOME ELECTRICAL SAFETY INSPEC- 
TON. Complete written survey report 
of your home’s wiring system. $32.95. 
Eric Bassham Electrical Services, 
462-8202. Day/night, 7 days. 


FAMILY REUNION? B&B Accommo- 
dations for your out-of-town guests, 
ocean view, short walk to USD, 
minutes to downtown and beaches. 
Villa D'Agostino, 276-1547. 


Need a ROOFER? 
Call J.P. WITHEROW 


297-4701 


A T0 Z AUTO CLINIC 
Tune ups, engines overhauled, 
brakes, rebuilt motors, electrical 


_ works, transmissions, valve jobs. A. 


Vislosky, 5468 El Cajon Bivd., 286- 
3822. 


SEWING MACHINE REPAIR: Special 
for Southern Cross subscribers. Save 
$5.00 with this ad. Clean, oil, and 
adjust top & bottom tensions. Regular 
$14.50. Only $9.50 to Southern Cross. 
Central Sewing Center, 3041 Univ. 
Ave., San Diego, 298-6681. 


INDEPENDENT ELECTRICIAN, 
problem diagnoses, 120/240 volt 
installation. Custom wiring and 
lighting. Low prices. No job too small. 
Day or night —7 days. 462-8202. Call 
Eric. 


YOUNG FAMILY MAN 
Needs hauling and tree work. T. 
Northcutt, 277-6484. 


HARDY’S TREE SERVICE 
Economy tree work, hauling, and 
spraying. Fully licensed and insured. 
15 yrs. exp. Free estimates. Call today. 
278-2963. 


AMWAY HAS IT ALL. Home care, 
house wares, nutrition, personal care, 
commercial & catalog. Shop without 
going shopping. Phone 276-1755. 


PIANOS FOR SALE, discount prices. 
ABC PIANO, 2903 EI Cajon Blvd., San 
Diego, 281-3717. 
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PEWS WANTED: 8 ft. max. length. 
Contact Father Walter at Santa Ysabel 
Mission, 765-0810. 


CUSTOM ALUMINUM 
SCREENS & DOORS 
Tension screens rewired any size. 
Rubber stamps. 280-7360 anytime. 


RETREATS, CONFERENCES, work- 
shops, days of recollection available 
at Old Mission San Luis Rey Retreat 
near Oceanside. P.0. Box 409, San 
Luis Rey, CA 92068. (714) 757- 
3659. 


NAME: 
ADDRESS: ___ 
CITY, STATE, ZIP: 


This adistorun 


1979 SINGER Zigzag free arm sewing 
machine, makes buttonholes, stretch 
stitches, sews on buttons, over-casts, 
blindhem decorative designs, etc. 
Guaranteed full return price $88.50. 
Terms available. 298-6681. 


RETIRED, REFINED widow would like 
housekeeping position for one or two 
adults, beginning Jan. 1. Excellent 
cook, very clean, loves pets, 
especially dogs. Can type and keep 
books if desired. No driving. Reply: 
Dept. C, Box 81869, San Diego, 
92138. 


. 


PHONE: 


weeks. (] Amt. enclosed: 
MAIL TO: Southern Cross, P.O. Box 81869, San Diego, CA 92138 


Telephone: 298-7713 


CAR COVERS 
For information call Got Ya Covered, 
565-1526. 


GOODBODY'S BLVD. CHAPEL 
5027 El Cajon Blvd., 582-1700. 


SEWING MACHINE REPAIR: clean, 
oil, and adjust any make (in your 
home). $9.95. 448-0957. 


TUTORING ITALIAN, Spanish, © 
French, and German. Conversation, 
translations, grammar. D'Agostino, 
276-1547. 


To Run Your Southern Cross Classified Ad... 


..Print or type your ad on the lines below or on a separate sheet. We guarantee 33 letters, 
characters, or spaces per line. Please send your check for $1 per line. There is a$3 minimum 
charge per week. Box numbers are available for $2, with postage extra if mailed. Deadline for 
all new classifieds, cancellations, and corrections to be received at the Southern 
Cross office is 12 noon on the Friday preceding the next Thursday issue. 
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David’s family tree reveals to us 


26 generations to Jesus Christ 


NC News Service 


“Abraham was the father of Isaac, 
Isaac the father of Jacob, Jacob the 
father of Judah and his brothers, 
Judah was the father of Perez and 
Zerah...” 


That’s how the Gospel of Matthew 
begins: with a 350-word “genealogy 
of Jesus Christ, son of David, son of 
Abraham.” It is quite a beginning, not 
the sort of thing you find today onthe 
first page of a best seller; not the sort 
of thing you hear on TV. 


“OBED WAS the father of Jesse; 
and Jesse was the father of King 
David. David was the father of 
Solomon.” And so it goes until the 
writer reaches the point where he 
proclaims: “Jacob was the father of 
Joseph the husband of Mary; of her 
was born Jesus who is called Christ.” 


By this time, 42 names divided 
neatly into three groups of 14 names 
each have been listed. 


The other three Gospels begin 
quite differently. Mark has a fine 
introduction: “This is the beginning 
of the Good News about Jesus Christ, 
the Son of God,” he explains. There! 
You know exactly what he is going to 
tell about in the rest of the book. 
What’s more, he follows immediately 
with a colorful, attention-getting 
account of St. John the Baptist, who 
lived on locusts and wild honey and 
wore a camel-skin garment. 


THE GOSPEL of Luke begins with. 


the familiar, moving story of 
Zechariah and Elizabeth, a couple 
blessed with their first child—John 
the Baptist—in their advanced years. 
The Angel Gabriel visited Zechariah 


to tell of the coming birth andthe man 
was greatly frightened. An unforget- 
table story! : 


John’s Gospel has a compelling 
introduction. “In the beginning was 
the Word,” he writes; “the Word was 
with God and the Word was God... 
Through him all things came to be, 
not one thing had its being but 
through him.” Obviously, someone of 


cae will! 
a i i 


great importance is under discussion. 
' But Matthew's genealogy? 


TODAY, IN a writing class, we’d be 
told to put the important material at 
the beginning of a story—to get 
quickly to the point and to work hard 
at capturing the reader's attention. 
Can we assume that what the Gospel 
of Matthew needed was a good editor 
to rearrange the material and make it 
more interesting? Or perhaps the 


THE LORD HEARS—As we await the coming of the Lord we are 
reminded that He is already here, and that He listens when we speak to 
Him. Picture shows Diocesan Charismatic Center at Mary Star of the Sea 
Church in La Jolla. (Staff photo by Mark Ryland) 
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class? 


“Asa was the father of Jehosha- 
phat, Jehoshaphat the father of 
Joram.” Could that have been 
interesting to people at the time when 
the Gospel was written? - 


Long before the time of Jesus, 
Isaiah spoke of one who would spring 
from the line of Jesse. In the Old 
Testament book of Isaiah we learn 


- that the spirit of God would be with © 


the one to come. In that time, the wolf 
would lie down with the lamb. “The 
root of Jesse shall stand as asignal to 


But a shoot 
Shall sprout 
from the stump 


bud shall 
rf blossom. 


; Isaiah 11:1 


the peoples. It will be sought out by. 
the nations,” Isaiah said. 


NOW THE SON of Jesse was David, 
the beloved king. And David's family 
tree led —after the listing of 26 more 
generations in Matthew —to Jesus. 


Probably most early Christians and 
most Jews at the time of Jesus knew 
the story of Jesse and the line of 
David. They awaited the wonderful 


‘times associated with the one to- 


come. 

_ TELLING THE STORIES of one’s 
ancestors is the sort of storytelling 
done in families where people sharea 


common desire to understand their _ 


own history and the reasons why their 
family is the sort of a family it is. 


The family tree for the ancient 
Christian family found in the Gospel 
of Matthew recalls the history of the 
people —saying more than may meet 
the eye about what kind of a family 
the people were meant to be: the 
family of the Messiah. 


Focus on Advent: Jesse, John, Jesus...and war 


writer should have attended a writing. 


NEW ENGLAND ADVENT — 
‘Snow falls on the cemetery at the 
Old First Church, built in 1805, at 
Old Bennington, Vt. The scene is 
typical of the New England 
countryside as Advent lengthens 
into the Christmas season and 
winter. (NC photo) 


Canadian bishop asks 
boycott of war toys 


OTTAWA (NC) — Canadian Catho- 
lics are being asked to refuse to buy 
war toys for children. The call comes . 
from Bishop Remi De Roo of Victoria, 
British Columbia, chairman of the 
Social Affairs Commission of the 
Canadian Conference of Catholic 
Bishops. 


“In -a world where nations are 


‘spending a million dollars a minute 


on military expenditures, we cannot 
ignore actions that promote vio- 
lence,” Bishop De Roo says in a letter 
offering “Advent suggestions from 


‘the Social Affairs Commission.” 


War toys “only teach children to 
accept a militarized world—when a 
gift is asymbol of violence it can have 
a negative effect on the spiritual 
growth of the one who gives and the 
one who receives,” he says. 


Bishop De Roo asks Catholics to 
use the Advent season to increase 
their support for people suffering 
under repressive regimes. 


A voice crying out in the desert 
to prepare the way for the Lord 


NC News Service 


The strange and fascinating figure 
of John the Baptist burst suddenly 
out of the Judean desert wearing a 
garment of camel's hair bound by a 
leather belt. Used to dining on locusts 
and wild honey, John the Baptist 
wore his hair long and uncut, 
reminiscent of the Old Testament 


strong man, Samson. John preached - 


forcefully about repentance: 

“lam a voice in the desert, crying 
out: Make straight the way of the 
Lord!” (John 1:23) 

“You brood of vipers! Who told you: 
to flee from the wrath to come?” 


_(Luke 3:7) 


‘ JOHN’S NAME means “Yahweh 
(God). is gracious.’ John the 
Baptist was such an amazing figure, 
he needed little introduction to first 
century Christians. The four Gospels 
speak of him as the precursor of 
Jesus, the one who goes first, 
preparing the way. 

According to biblical scholars, 
John is the last of the Old Testament 
prophets, destined by God to preach 
a baptism of forgiveness of sins to 
Jews. 


Butler’s Lives of the Saints calls 


John “the herald and harbinger of the 
world’s Redeemer, the voice pro- 
claiming...the eternal Word, the 
morning star to usher in the Sun of 
Justice and the life of the world.” 


JUDGING FROM New Testament 
accounts and Church tradition, John 
was born before Jesus, perhaps six 
months earlier. The two, it seems, 
were relatives. 


Given the role: he plays in the 
Gospels, John the Baptist is a natural 
person for the Church to focus on 
during Advent. References to John 
and echoes of his message of 
repentance are sprinkled through the 
prayers and readings of Advent. 


For example, an antiphon for 
Advent’s third Sunday says: “Are you 


“‘he who is to come’ or do we look for 


another? Report to John what you 

see: The blind recover their sight, . 
dead men are raised to life, the poor 
have the good news preached to 

them, Alleluia.” 


A TYPICAL Advent hymn in the 
Church’s Book of Hours proclaims: 


“Hark! the prophet’s voice speaks 
clearly: Christ is near,*prepare the 
way! Cast aside all thoughts of evil, 
Christ the Lord will come to stay.” 


